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Notice of Inventory Completion:  History Colorado, Denver, CO

AGENCY:  National Park Service, Interior.

ACTION:  Notice.

SUMMARY:  In accordance with the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 

(NAGPRA), History Colorado has completed an inventory of human remains and has determined 

that there is a cultural affiliation between the human remains and Indian Tribes or Native 

Hawaiian organizations in this notice.

DATES:  Repatriation of the human remains in this notice may occur on or after [INSERT 

DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER].

ADDRESSES:  Send written requests for repatriation of the human remains in this notice to 

Chance Ward, History Colorado, 1200 Broadway, Denver CO  80203, email 

Chance.Ward@state.co.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  This notice is published as part of the National Park 

Service’s administrative responsibilities under NAGPRA. The determinations in this notice are 

the sole responsibility of History Colorado, and additional information on the determinations in 

this notice, including the results of consultation, can be found in its inventory or related records. 

The National Park Service is not responsible for the determinations in this notice. 

Abstract of information available

Human remains representing, at least, four individuals have been identified. No 

associated funerary objects are present. The individuals were transferred to History Colorado 

from the offices of multiple county coroners. Provenience information is minimal or absent for all 

individuals. Based on available information, the individuals have been determined to be likely 

Native American and archaeological in age. The individuals are reported to originate from 

locations within the present-day boundaries of Colorado. Specifically the Northwest region of 
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Colorado. Including the counties of Chaffee, Clear Creek, Delta, Eagle, Fremont, Garfield, 

Grand, Gunnison, Jackson, Lake, Mesa, Moffat, Montrose, Park, Pitkin, Rio Blanco, Routt, 

Summit, and Ouray. No known hazardous substances were used in the treatment or preservation 

of the human remains.

• OAHP Case 353 – From Montrose County. Two Ancestors. No funerary objects.

• OAHP Case 354 – From Mesa County. One Ancestor. No funerary objects.

• OAHP Case 355 – From Montrose County. One Ancestor. No funerary objects.

Cultural affiliation

Based on the information available and the results of consultation, cultural affiliation is 

reasonably identified by the geographical location of the human remains described in this notice. 

Determinations 

History Colorado has determined that: 

• The human remains described in this notice represent the physical remains of 4 

individuals of Native American ancestry.

• There is a connection between the human remains in this notice and the Southern Ute 

Indian Tribe of the Southern Ute Reservation, Colorado; Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah 

& Ouray Reservation, Utah; and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe.

Requests for Repatriation 

Written requests for repatriation of the human remains in this notice must be sent to the 

authorized representative identified in this notice under ADDRESSES. Requests for repatriation 

may be submitted by: 

1. Any one or more of the Indian Tribes or Native Hawaiian organizations identified in 

this notice.

2. Any lineal descendant, Indian Tribe, or Native Hawaiian organization not identified in 

this notice who shows, by a preponderance of the evidence, that the requestor is a lineal 

descendant or an Indian Tribe or Native Hawaiian organization with cultural affiliation.

Repatriation of the human remains described in this notice to a requestor may occur on or 

after [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS AFTER DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL 



REGISTER]. If competing requests for repatriation are received, History Colorado must 

determine the most appropriate requestor prior to repatriation. Requests for joint repatriation of 

the human remains are considered a single request and not competing requests. History Colorado 

is responsible for sending a copy of this notice to the Indian Tribes and Native Hawaiian 

organizations identified in this notice and any other consulting parties.

AUTHORITY:  Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, 25 U.S.C. 3003, and 

the implementing regulations, 43 CFR 10.10.

Dated:  June 30, 2026

Melanie O’Brien,
Manager, National NAGPRA Program. 
[FR Doc. 2026-13937 Filed: 7/9/2026 8:45 am; Publication Date:  7/10/2026]


