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ACTION:  Interim final rule; delay of effective date. 

SUMMARY:  On October 21, 2021, the Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) published an 

interim final rule that establishes new controls on certain cybersecurity items for National 

Security (NS) and Anti-terrorism (AT) reasons, along with a new License Exception, 

Authorized Cybersecurity Exports (ACE), that authorizes exports of these items to most 

destinations except in the circumstances described in that rule.  That rule was published with a 

45-day comment period, which ended on December 12, 2021, and a 90-day delayed effective 

date (January 19, 2022). This rule delays the effective date of the interim final rule by 45 days.

DATES: As of [INSERT DATE OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER], 

the effective date for the interim final rule published October 21, 2021, at 86 FR 58205, is 

delayed to March 7, 2022.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  For questions regarding the Export 

Control Classification Numbers (ECCNs) included in this rule or License Exception ACE, 

contact Aaron Amundson at 202-482-0707 or e-mail Aaron.Amundson@bis.doc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

In response to the interim final rule published on October 21, 2021 (86 FR 58205), which 

implements new controls on certain cybersecurity items for National Security (NS) and Anti-
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terrorism (AT) reasons, along with a new License Exception, Authorized Cybersecurity 

Exports (ACE), BIS received twelve comments before the end of the comment period on 

December 12, 2021. The submitted comments are posted at regulations.gov under ID BIS–

2020–0038. Based on issues raised by some of the public comments, BIS may consider some 

modifications for the final rule. Some of the comments described the necessary compliance 

measures that industry would have to complete to comply with the October 21, 2021 rule and, 

on that basis, requested that BIS delay the rule’s effective date in order to allow industry 

sufficient time to update the requisite compliance procedures and for BIS to provide additional 

public guidance.  BIS agrees that it is important to allow enough time for industry to 

implement the compliance measures and procedures necessary to comply with the published 

interim final rule, as well as for BIS to provide the public with additional guidance.  Therefore, 

BIS is delaying the effective date of the October 21, 2021 interim final rule by 45 days, to 

March 7, 2022.  This action does not extend or reopen the comment period for BIS’s previous 

request for comments on the interim final rule.

Export Control Reform Act of 2018            

On August 13, 2018, the President signed into law the John S. McCain National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019, which included the Export Control Reform Act of 

2018 (ECRA), 50 U.S.C. Sections 4801–4852. ECRA provides the legal basis for BIS’s 

principal authorities and serves as the authority under which BIS issues this action.  

Thea D. Rozman Kendler, 

Assistant Secretary for Export Administration.
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