
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

 

Federal Transit Administration 

[FTA Docket No.  FTA 2017-0017] 

Agency Information Collection Activity Under OMB Review 

AGENCY:  Federal Transit Administration, DOT. 

ACTION:  Notice of request for comments. 

SUMMARY:  In compliance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this notice announces that 

the Information Collection Requirements (ICRs) abstracted below have been forwarded to the Office 

of Management and Budget (OMB) for review and comment.  The ICR describe the nature of the 

information collection and their expected burdens.  The Federal Register notice with a 60-day 

comment period soliciting comments on the following collections of information was published on 

March 14, 2017 (81 FR 13723). 

DATES: Comments must be submitted on or before [INSERT DATE 30 DAYS FROM DATE OF 

PUBLICATION]. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Tia Swain, Office of Administration, 

Management Planning Division, 1200 New Jersey Avenue., SE., Mail Stop TAD-10, Washington, 

DC 20590 (202) 366-0354 or tia.swain@dot.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), Pub. L. No. 104-13, Section 2, 109 Stat. 163 

(1995) (codified as revised at 44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), and its implementing regulations, 5 C.F.R. 

Part 1320, require Federal agencies to issue two notices seeking public comment on information 

collection activities before OMB may approve paperwork packages.  44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 

C.F.R. 1320.5, 1320.8(d)(1), 1320.12.  On March 14, 2017, published a 60-day notice (82 FR 

13723) in the Federal Register soliciting comments on the ICR that the agency was seeking 
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OMB approval.  FTA received no comments after issuing this 60-day notice.  Accordingly, DOT 

announces that these information collection activities have been re-evaluated and certified under 

5 C.F.R. 1320.5(a) and forwarded to OMB for review and approval pursuant to 5 C.F.R. 

1320.12(c). 

            Before OMB decides whether to approve these proposed collections of information, it 

must provide 30 days for public comment.  44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5 CFR 1320.12(d).  Federal law 

requires OMB to approve or disapprove paperwork packages between 30 and 60 days after the 

30 day notice is published.  44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)-(c); 5 CFR 1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 

44983, Aug. 29, 1995.  OMB believes that the 30 day notice informs the regulated community to 

file relevant comments and affords the agency adequate time to digest public comments before it 

renders a decision.  60 FR 44983, Aug. 29, 1995.  Therefore, respondents should submit their 

respective comments to OMB within 30 days of publication to best ensure having their full 

effect. 5 CFR 1320.12(c); see also 60 FR 44983, Aug. 29, 1995. 

 The summaries below describe the nature of the information collection requirements 

(ICRs) and the expected burden.  The requirements are being submitted for clearance by OMB as 

required by the PRA. 

Title: Pre-award, Post-delivery Audit Requirements Under Buy America  

OMB Control Number: 2132-0544 

Type of Request: Revision of a currently approved information collection 

Abstract: FTA’s Buy America requirements prevent FTA from obligating an amount that may be 

appropriated to carry out its program for a project unless “the steel, iron, and manufactured 

goods used in the project are produced in the United States.” 49 U.S.C. § 5323(j)(1). FTA’s Buy 

America requirements apply to third-party procurements by FTA grant recipients. A Grantee 
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must include in its bid or request for proposal (RFP) specification for procurement of steel, iron 

or manufactured goods (including rolling stock) an appropriate notice of the Buy America 

provision and require, as a condition of responsiveness, that the bidder or offeror submit with the 

bid or offer a completed Buy America certificate in accordance with 49 CFR §§661.6 or 661.12. 

Under limited circumstances, FTA may waive Buy America if FTA finds that: (1) application of 

Buy America is inconsistent with the public interest; (2) the steel, iron, and goods produced in 

the U.S. are not produced in a sufficient and reasonably available amount or are not of a 

satisfactory quality; or (3) including domestic material will increase the cost of the overall 

project by more than 25 percent for rolling stock. The process for seeking a waiver is set forth in 

49 CFR part 661.  Grantees are encouraged to apply for a waiver as soon as possible and to 

provide detailed requests in order to expedite FTA’s review of waiver requests.  FTA’s 

determination on waiver requests will be published in the Federal Register for notice and 

comment. 

When procuring rolling stock, which includes train control, communication, traction power 

equipment, and rolling stock prototypes, the cost of the components and subcomponents 

produced in the U.S. must be more than: 60 percent for FY2016 and FY2017, more than 65 

percent for FY2018 and FY2019 and more than 70 percent for FY2020 and beyond. 

Final assembly for rolling stock also must occur in the U.S. Additionally, rolling stock 

procurements are subject to the pre-award and post-delivery Buy America audit provisions set 

forth in 49 U.S.C. § 5323(m) and 49 CFR part 663. 

Unlike rolling stock, manufactured goods must be 100 percent produced in the U.S. A 

manufactured good is considered produced in the United States if: (1) All of the manufacturing 

processes for the product take place in the United States; and (2) All of the components of the 
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product are of U.S. origin. A component is considered of U.S. origin if it is manufactured in the 

United States, regardless of the origin of its subcomponents. 49 CFR 661.5(d). 

Annual Estimated Total Burden Hours: 2,786 hours 

Annual Estimated Number of Respondents: 700 

ADDRESS:  All written comments must refer to the docket number that appears at the top of this 

document and be submitted to the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, Office of 

Management and Budget, 725 – 17th Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20503, Attention: FTA Desk 

Officer.  Alternatively, comments may be sent via e-mail to the Office of Information and 

Regulatory Affairs (OIRA), Office of Management and Budget, at the following address:  

oira_submissions@omb.eop.gov 

Comments are Invited On:  Whether the proposed collection of information is necessary for the   

proper performance of the functions of the Department, including whether the information will  

have practical utility; the accuracy of the Department’s estimate of the burden of the proposed  

information collection; ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be 

collected; and ways to minimize the burden of the collection of information on respondents, 

including the use of automated collection techniques or other forms of information technology.  

A comment to OMB is best assured of having its full effect if OMB receives it within 30 days of 

publication of this notice in the Federal Register. 

 

____________________________________________________ 

William Hyre, Deputy Associate Administrator for Administration
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